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In celebration of Aretha Franklin, The Queen of Soul (1942 - 2018)
 
With great excitement, after a 12-year hiatus, we eagerly reveal a new life for an old label, the Belles Sœurs Cuvée. But 
first, some context for the decision to awaken this beauty:

Much like the few summers before, 2017 will be characterized by warmth and opulence. Even so, the laissez-faire ease 
of Harvest 2016 was subverted a year later when a classic Oregon rain shower in mid-September tested our collective 
mettle. Adding to the challenge, we faced far more abundant fruit of excellent quality. We quickly found our footing, 
with my eyes on the timing of each pick and second-generation Winemaker, Mike D. Etzel, captaining efforts in the 
winery.  Our favorite kind of wines emerged, ones marked by toil and determination after a nonetheless charitably 
sunny growing season. 

An abundance of pristine fruit warranted something we’ve not done before: a supreme, Reserve-level blend from 
our three family vineyards (The Beaux Frères Vineyard, Upper Terrace, and Sequitur). We saw a chance to maintain 
strength and intensity while highlighting nuance and finesse in this unparalleled cuvée; the perfect time to re-invoke our 
treasured Belles Sœurs, the Queen of Pinot Noir. 

Named for the French translation of “sisters-in-law,” the Belles Sœurs (say “bell sur”) is beloved among our stalwart 
collectors, and a source of much inquiry since its last release in 2005.  

The 2017 Belles Sœurs Cuvée is full of verve, harnessing the lively energy of our sites’ most high-spirited lots. It is a 
captivating wine unhindered by gravity; expressive, a natural homage to The Queen of Soul. Like all the wines offered 
herein, it is defined by time and place—a testament to our connection with the landscape. Through observation and 
intuition, we have engaged Mother Nature in a way that showcases intricacy, complexity, and balance.

For more notes on our 2017 Beaux Frères, Upper Terrace, and Willamette Valley Pinot Noir, along with the Belles 
Sœurs Cuvée, see the next page. We are very proud of this offering, although as always, it will be a while before the full 
story unfolds. 

And with that, sincerely,

MICHAEL G. ETZEL (NOW - THE GRANDPA) 
FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT  
BEAUX FRÈRES



2017 BEAUX FRÈRES |  WILLAMETTE VALLEY PINOT NOIR

Our annual homage to the region harnesses the collective brilliance of  premiere hillsides 

in six Willamette Valley sub-appellations. With its dark fruit profile, glints of  black 
pepper, and rich, creamy texture, this powerful thoroughbred cuvée is from the following 
sites: Sequitur 20%, Star Mooring 19%, Abbott Claim 13%, Hyland 12%, Zena 
Crown 8%, Dupee Valley 7%, Upper Terrace 6%, Gran Moraine 6%, Jessie James 
5%, Guadalupe 4%.   

2017 BEAUX FRÈRES |  THE BEAUX FRÈRES VINEYARD PINOT NOIR

Fresh and complex, pure and polished with high-note acidity elongating a mouthwatering 
finish: Here in its 27th iteration, The Beaux Frères Vineyard is wearing its heart on 
its sleeve. Awe-striking in its characteristic juicy cane berry and plum preserves, this 
classic rendition also shows dried violets and a crispness hearkening to loamy terrain. 
The quintessential poise, sophistication, and structure of  this terroir-driven wine once 
again show promise for successful cellaring over 10+ years.       

2017 BEAUX FRÈRES |  THE UPPER TERRACE VINEYARD PINOT NOIR

Our cherished, enigmatic 10-acre site continues to inspire and surprise us. Its sweet 
earth and spice aromas always prevail, yet in this vintage we discovered a new bouquet 
of  wildflower blooms — a welcome evolution, or perhaps a signature of  the vintage. 
The palate shows hallmark depth and balance, with candied berry, granite, and a waft 
of  expertly roasted coffee. Long, lithe tannins carry the composition to an electric finish. 
We noted several moments passed before full expression in the glass, promoting our 
strong suspicion of  timeless cellar potential.  

PLEASE S E E I NCLUD ED ORDER FORM F OR ADDITIONAL DETAIL S ,  PRICIN G,  AN D SHIPPIN G CONSIDERATIONS.

2017 BEAUX FRÈRES |  BELLES SŒURS CUVÉE PINOT NOIR

After a 12-year pause, this renaissance of  our Belles Sœurs label has the seamless 
elegance and finesse it always showcased, and is now solely compiled from our family’s 
three vineyards (Beaux Frères, Upper Terrace, and Sequitur). A worthy tribute to our 
little pocket of  the Ribbon Ridge viticultural area, it is a bright, lively wine balancing 
red and blue fruits, genteel minerality, and beautifully high-spirited character at every 
turn; an altogether triumphant return for our long lost companion cuvée.    
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