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Th e Beaux Frères winery now includes three generations, and the pace of things multiplies with each 
new set of feet on the farm. Our annual vintage report message lets us pause for refl ection as the 
winter quietly sets in (aside from the bottling line clanking away with those wines that are the subject 
of this letter). 
Th e short story: Even if we restrict our commentary to the subject of agriculture, few things have 
been familiar or easy in recent years. As a result, the 2021 vintage brought intense relief. 
Sometimes a ‘saving grace’ only reveals itself upon later refl ection, as was the case with an uncommon 
June rain event that brought almost an inch and a half in one week. Looking back, the soil’s moisture 
reserve seemed to save our vines from distress during three bouts of extreme heat that punctuated 
the growing season through August. We landed softly with moderate yields and the kind of quality 
that leads to irresistible wine. 
One substantial impact on our decisions with respect to viticulture is climate change. Our focus on 
estate-grown fruit is increasing, since the most sustainable farming methods are practiced here in 
our backyard. We are committed to maintaining a balanced ecosystem through careful stewardship 
of our 150 acre terrain in the Ribbon Ridge, of which nearly two-thirds is forest. Among many 
adjustments that will reduce our environmental impact, we’re using lighter bottles, reusing boxes, 
and investing in more energy effi  cient farming equipment.  
We’ll continue making the most special wines possible, without concern for growing overall 
production. Until we offi  cially launch our third vineyard—a 20 acre property nestled between Beaux 
Frères and Upper Terrace—we’ll be scaling down in terms of the variety and quantity of wines 
available. Th ere will be fewer sourced vineyard designate wines, mostly smaller ones from sites to 
which we’re closely connected. We’re listening to voices both in the world and inside our heads 
saying, “do what you do best…” and that is, craft wines from vine to bottle that showcase the magic 
of our own unique hillsides. No bells and whistles, just great wine from a beautiful time and place. 
Th ank you for being part of this remarkable adventure with us. 

And you better start swimmin' or you'll sink like a stone for the times they are a-changin'
- Bob Dylan



2021 THE BELLES SŒURS PINOT NOIR

Ever graceful, we are reminded of why this wine re-emerged 
to such fanfare several years back. We’ve selected barrels from 
Th e Beaux Frères Vineyard and Th e Upper Terrace that sing 
a lighter tune while producing such volume of fl avor and 
aroma as to defy its otherwise delicate nature. 

Th is vintage is juicy like a mouthful of bright red raspberries 
and maraschino cherries, with hints of jasmine tea bouncing 
from the glass.  

2021 THE BEAUX FRÈRES VINEYARD PINOT NOIR

When the fi rst few blocks were planted in 1988, no one could 
have predicted the consistent magic that would spring forth 
for decades to come. Th e old 1940s dairy pasture is now fully 
transformed to 25 acres of Pinot Noir vines whose forest 
perimeter creates a nearly mystical landscape. 

Th e 2021 wine is full of classic features: ripe, dark cherry skins, 
orange zest, and subtle white fl ower and miso notes.

2021 THE UPPER TERRACE PINOT NOIR

Having reached its 21st birthday, this vineyard has proved 
a worthy follow up to its older brother; a contender for fan 
favorite, even. It was planted entirely with Dijon types of Pinot 
Noir, just as those were becoming available in Oregon, and 
seems to have benefi ted from that among many other lucky 
and/or thoughtful decisions.  

Th e 2021 is richly textured and quite nearly mimics a chunky 
strawberry cobbler with baking spice and brown butter.
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